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Not everything in NAASR’s Mardigian Library is a book. There are also, among other things, a huge number of recordings—78s, LPs, tapes, CDs, etc.,
all with some Armenian connection or another. Some of these will be topics of future installments; most of them are obscure, except to specialists and
collectors.
 
For this installment we will go in a totally different direction and focus on a record that was a huge hit in its day, and its Armenian connections.
 
 

In 1951 Rosemary Clooney (1928-2002) had the biggest hit of her career—a career that would include some 30 American Top 40 hits and acting in the
holiday classic film White Christmas (1954)—with “Come On-a My House,” written by Ross Bagdasarian (1919-1972) and his cousin William Saroyan
(1908-1981).
 
Clooney had had minor hits before, but nothing like “Come On-a My House” which spent most of the summer of 1951 at number 1 and was one of the
biggest songs of the year. (We take it as merely a coincidence that the song’s success in 1951 aligned with the 1500th anniversary of the Battle of
Avarayr.)
 
 

Bagdasarian, the Fresno-born actor, songwriter, and musician, would go on to great success (under the name David Seville) in the late 1950s as the
manic creator of the hit song “The Witch Doctor” and the Chipmunks, for which he won three Grammy Awards in 1959 for “The Chipmunk Song
(Christmas Don’t Be Late).” As for William Saroyan, he never again hit the Top 40, but he could console himself with having already won a Pulitzer
Prize and an Academy Award among other distinctions.
 
 

Saroyan and Bagdasarian wrote the song together in the late 30s and it sort of kicked around for while. In 1950, Bagdasarian was acting in Saroyan’s
play The Son and his performance of the song was incorporated into the production. Finally the song got some interest at major record labels and,
most significantly, from Mitch Miller who, besides his later fame as the king of the sing-a-long was the head of A &R (artists and repertory) at
Columbia Records and, as such, one of the most powerful men in the record business. Miller arranged Rosemary…
 
 

 
You and NAASR ~ #TogetherApart
In these challenging times, we’re incredibly heartened by the community surrounding our mission, especially because you are a part of it.
 
In response to the pandemic and local directives, staff are working remotely to enrich the world community and advance our mission in numerous ways.
Fortunately, NAASR had designed a cloud-based technology infrastructure as part of the comprehensive planning for our new headquarters, providing us with
the necessary capabilities…..
 
source : naasr.org
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U0-yShcH2PfSItRx4s4v2bLrOncQr8hJlb26ksDy9V5fuNPDlspWZclCv48lx9LL7xvK2ZPBfawfp_zHHp162dTdU2gStm8Jrat-SVcAvFPeHtALlNzbn6gV7I3xL1F1lLOKcy-gThx2XKi00rCNEVaJkE-ZnNjqeEIVaGd0uz0Zfq_ZuWweKuZe0-96rAvT9Bv-TL_r33teB8PwHffewa8vjLXZdRfNhxrSxlOLWEo=&c=VFu5mcXT1ZBZVprRDEbxF0A1q4F0AAkdLDULmNl3zE5DL7A_zv8wiw==&ch=HgWfS-MBL5EmBXc4I9DTY4aRJ0FzfbpMm79CJtM6RxYU5JpW48zBEQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U0-yShcH2PfSItRx4s4v2bLrOncQr8hJlb26ksDy9V5fuNPDlspWZclCv48lx9LL-BRAWiCgm2Ll4y9yomv8Fv8X9dZKrjcAJyQJz-Vy4_01guD4s5IdL8a3z_rwGPhTJsh-r1WbPi4lY9rK5VWzKw==&c=VFu5mcXT1ZBZVprRDEbxF0A1q4F0AAkdLDULmNl3zE5DL7A_zv8wiw==&ch=HgWfS-MBL5EmBXc4I9DTY4aRJ0FzfbpMm79CJtM6RxYU5JpW48zBEQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U0-yShcH2PfSItRx4s4v2bLrOncQr8hJlb26ksDy9V5fuNPDlspWZclCv48lx9LLAObg0TA3K4gem4lvZmSFjMd4BSS6ujaJhbEftxnmvuk_26MTQx2oKdflhluOl8UB23LhbMGM-r_7FouVaRBUl2rbwTTV2oqA_tDSbgZuumqcW0oUezYJOdhkSYgoegwxKVhaWVHO-Fxr8zu1KhLN88YP1pBoHXyTcue7nD5C2FB1fCbi_NxLL3vaYY1gOlC8M4jLYFO1AqdGa-e6LcZXPeCtx3Dk7RZU&c=VFu5mcXT1ZBZVprRDEbxF0A1q4F0AAkdLDULmNl3zE5DL7A_zv8wiw==&ch=HgWfS-MBL5EmBXc4I9DTY4aRJ0FzfbpMm79CJtM6RxYU5JpW48zBEQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U0-yShcH2PfSItRx4s4v2bLrOncQr8hJlb26ksDy9V5fuNPDlspWZclCv48lx9LL2F8lEojofF7sZtUMHypihnnlKTtf-0GND7WIMMZdJ9j1v69MB4_O3evnbxxIywmYDj97rQc8Qo5XNHlndCcA4Q==&c=VFu5mcXT1ZBZVprRDEbxF0A1q4F0AAkdLDULmNl3zE5DL7A_zv8wiw==&ch=HgWfS-MBL5EmBXc4I9DTY4aRJ0FzfbpMm79CJtM6RxYU5JpW48zBEQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U0-yShcH2PfSItRx4s4v2bLrOncQr8hJlb26ksDy9V5fuNPDlspWZclCv48lx9LLVfozg-usVSNWBkXPbD-BDD1VWtL1m4783XHSb19NTGFxmJuMhIJGN6IQoru2KEWj4fzRIgCCEKVh40JQ3wketw==&c=VFu5mcXT1ZBZVprRDEbxF0A1q4F0AAkdLDULmNl3zE5DL7A_zv8wiw==&ch=HgWfS-MBL5EmBXc4I9DTY4aRJ0FzfbpMm79CJtM6RxYU5JpW48zBEQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U0-yShcH2PfSItRx4s4v2bLrOncQr8hJlb26ksDy9V5fuNPDlspWZclCv48lx9LLVfozg-usVSNWBkXPbD-BDD1VWtL1m4783XHSb19NTGFxmJuMhIJGN6IQoru2KEWj4fzRIgCCEKVh40JQ3wketw==&c=VFu5mcXT1ZBZVprRDEbxF0A1q4F0AAkdLDULmNl3zE5DL7A_zv8wiw==&ch=HgWfS-MBL5EmBXc4I9DTY4aRJ0FzfbpMm79CJtM6RxYU5JpW48zBEQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U0-yShcH2PfSItRx4s4v2bLrOncQr8hJlb26ksDy9V5fuNPDlspWZclCv48lx9LLR6-cKSxPYSUAq9lorXGJFp7Fzrpnq8RUUT55t_EH70WKsK12OzQXReOETUQPFQWOAt-hMP_F9JXSqHg75q60NbNzdmet6IE0DM2oQyU53dA6APaR-dhtmvGIWCGyJNLYiv4OYjxi6uItWBcNBl85BArlDMJjylbW5N0cdXHa-_k=&c=VFu5mcXT1ZBZVprRDEbxF0A1q4F0AAkdLDULmNl3zE5DL7A_zv8wiw==&ch=HgWfS-MBL5EmBXc4I9DTY4aRJ0FzfbpMm79CJtM6RxYU5JpW48zBEQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001U0-yShcH2PfSItRx4s4v2bLrOncQr8hJlb26ksDy9V5fuNPDlspWZclCv48lx9LLmazh9wK5-_W8l963i-x-j73OKht5f9R0SAQcuLCxEFbSjTp5a8Txv2ghavDpj_l85j3Em4Vj_6pM9sWaTetSw1lN2yOXcsr0fr3BlKftJWaceu84PNwfTyI8QKw0XAODVyiX5-evqpiLaJc3qiDiiw==&c=VFu5mcXT1ZBZVprRDEbxF0A1q4F0AAkdLDULmNl3zE5DL7A_zv8wiw==&ch=HgWfS-MBL5EmBXc4I9DTY4aRJ0FzfbpMm79CJtM6RxYU5JpW48zBEQ==


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


