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SANS FRONTIERES

“Insulte” : le président Erdogan
s’estime offense par la
reconnaissance du genocide des
Armeniens , par la chambre des
représentants aux USA

Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan strongly condemned on Wednesday a
U.S. congressional resolution recognizing the 1915 Armenian genocide in the
Ottoman Empire, calling it the “biggest insult” to the Turkish people.

“This step taken has no value,” Erdogan said of the resolution overwhelmingly
passed by the U.S. House of Representatives on Tuesday. “We do not recognize
it.”

“We regard such an accusation as the biggest insult made to our nation,” he told
lawmakers from Turkey’s ruling Justice and Development Party.

Erdogan also condemned a separate House bill calling for U.S. sanctions on
Turkey over its military operation in Syria. The House passed it on Tuesday
shortly after adopting the Armenian genocide resolution by 405 votes to 11.

Earlier on Wednesday, the Turkish Foreign Ministry summoned the U.S.
ambassador in Ankara, David Satterfield, over the two resolutions. The ministry
denounced them in separate statements issued overnight. It said the passage of
the genocide bill was a “grave mistake.”

“We reject the resolution H.R. 296 entitled ‘Affirming the United States Record on
the Armenian Genocide’ that is adopted today by the U.S. House of
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Representatives as expressing the sense of the latter,” the ministry said in a
statement, referring to the events of 1915.

Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu slammed the move by the U.S. House of
Representatives, saying the decision was “null and void.”

In a tweet, Cavusoglu said Turkey had thwarted a “big game” with its offensive
into northeastern Syria and that the move by the House was aimed at taking
revenge for the operation.

“Those whose projects were frustrated turn to antiquated resolutions. Circles
believing that they will take revenge this way are mistaken. This shameful
decision of those exploiting history in politics is null & void for our Government
and people,” Cavusoglu said on Twitter.
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