
Des  avocats  d’Arméniens
demandant  réparations  pour  des
terres  saisies  par  la  Turquie
pendant le génocide arménien de
1915 devant le 9ème circuit US

Attorneys for Armenians seeking reparations for land seized by
Turkey during the 1915 Armenian Genocide told a Ninth Circuit
panel Monday that relevant international laws condemning Turkey’s
actions existed at that time and should factor in current litigation,
Courthouse News Service reports.

At issue before the panel is whether the court can make a determination on international
war crimes policy and whether or not the statute of limitations has expired for families of
victims seeking reparations from the current Turkish government.

U.S. Circuit Judge Andrew Hurwitz asked an attorney for plaintiffs, heirs to landowners who
were forced to flee the former Ottoman Empire, what international laws existed in 1915 that
expressly “forbade that conduct.”

Kathryn Boyd of McKool Smith said it is well-established in international law that the
“expropriation of property” by a nation against sovereign people is a crime against
humanity.

“U.S. law, Turkey’s military tribunals, laws recognized by allies at the Paris Peace Treaty
and the United Nations have acknowledged that what happened to the Armenian people was
unlawful,” Boyd said. “The conduct has been condemned repeatedly.”
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“There is no doubt that we condemn it now,” Hurwitz said, adding that the panel must
consider whether any laws forbade genocide before the Nuremberg trials of 1945-1946.

Descendants of Armenian Genocide victims said in their December 2010 lawsuit that the
Ottoman Empire illegally seized their ancestors’ land and unlawfully profited from its sale.

Plaintiffs Alex Bakalian, Anais Haroutunian and Rita Mahdessian sought roughly $65 million
in damages and a judgment that Turkey could be tried in U.S. courts for actions related to
their genocide of 1.5 million Armenians within the former Ottoman Empire.

But U.S District Judge Dolly Gee dismissed the case in 2013 under the political question
doctrine which says certain questions – as in this case, determining whether Turkey’s
actions were genocide – should be handled by the executive branch, not the courts.

Plaintiffs, however, found a silver lining in Gee’s decision that U.S federal courts could hold
Turkish banks accountable for seizing land from Armenians during the genocide.

On appeal, plaintiffs said in their Oct. 21, 2013 brief that the district court didn’t have to
find that an international law violation occurred in order for Foreign Sovereign Immunities
Act jurisdiction to hold in the case.

 
 
 
 


