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SANS FRONTIERES

L’armeée azerbaldjanaise a deétruit
les <croix de pierre au
Nakhitchevan et le gouvernement
continue les destructions

Jusqu'a la fin du 20éme siecle , il y avait 218
monasteres, églises,chapelles arméniens au
Nakhitchevan et plus de 4500 croix de pierre et
seulement 6 mosquées.

"Today, Azerbaijan continues its deliberate policy to destruct the Armenian
monuments in the territories under its control. Moreover, during peacetime the
Azerbaijani authorities completely or partially destroyed all the Armenian cultural
and historical monuments of Nakhijevan, where until the end of the 20th century
there were 218 Armenian Christian monasteries, churches and chapels, and more
than 4,500 khachkars (cross-stones) and, at the same time, only 6 mosques.

The document expresses concern over Azerbaijani authorities’ attempts to
interpret the construction of churches in Artsakh as a violation of international
humanitarian law and to attach religious character to the Azerbaijan-Karabakh
conflict.

In this context, the document stresses that there is no single clause in
international Humanitarian and Human Rights Law, which restricts freedom of
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religion, including building of places of worship. Armenians have been building
churches for over 1700 years, long before the appearance of Azerbaijan itself.
According to the position of Artsakh, the Azerbaijan-Karabakh conflict is not of a
religious nature, but it is a clash of two systems of values — an aspiration to
freedom and democracy, from the side of Artsakh, and an attempt to suppress by
force the inalienable right of the people of Artsakh to decide their own destiny,
from the side of Azerbaijan.

The Memorandum also includes numerous visual materials testifying to the
deliberate destruction and desecration of the Armenian monuments by
Azerbaijan."
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